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by Profile Description: The Seawolf class
submarine was a class of nuclear submarines

built for the United States Navy. It consisted of
two ships that each served during the 1960s. The

first was of the Seawolf class, built by Todd
Pacific Shipyards of San Diego. Its lead ship was
commissioned in 1962 and the second (never to

be completed) in 1964. The lead ship was an
exact and reasonably faithful replica of the Soviet

cruise missile submarine GUP-16 Komsomolets
that sank off Cape Canaveral in 1961 while being
prepared for launch. The U.S. Navy believed that
the Soviets learned to launch the missile during
the space race by studying the American midget
submarine experiments. The lead ship was laid

down on 25 December 1961 and launched on 22
April 1962. It was commissioned in late 1962 and
was primarily used in testing different warheads

in support of Polaris missile development; it
received its first Polaris missile shortly before

being decommissioned in 1975. It was a test-bed
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for different torpedo and missile types (including
the Mark 37 torpedo), vehicle and armament

tests, and it was deployed in the Asiatic theater,
off South Vietnam during the Vietnam War. The

lead ship was sunk by the U.S. Navy in
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