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29 Review: A transformative musical experience by Angelica Basile
The reason I like a lot of adaptations of Shakespeare’s Romeo &
Juliet is that they don’t always stick to the Shakespearean text.
With this adaptation by Nelson Lyon and Vincent J. White, we find
a deep and imaginative journey through the play of the same
name. It’s divided up into scenes of about 90 minutes, with each
scene being presented as a musical narrative. I think that this is
one of the most successful and memorable adaptations of a text by
Shakespeare that I have seen, full of musical references and
sending the message that if we find a way to overcome our
differences, we can all live in a paradise on Earth. What I
particularly like is how unpretentious the performances are and
the fact that you are supposed to see the story from the point of
view of the characters. Music plays an important role in the play,
and so the two dance numbers are particularly special. They
include an extract from the ballet on the opera Hansel and Gretel
by Tarabukkanni Brothers, written to the same tune. The
performers look like a quirky couple of actors cast in those roles,
never mind playing Juliet and Romeo, and their costumes are witty
and full of references to the film, web, gaming, and just about any
other genre. On top of all that, the songs are true classics,
performed with imagination and sensitivity. The Italian title is ‘Se
Romeo T’Uccise Un Figlio’ (“If Romeo could kill his son”), and the
play takes place at Portia’s house, where the parents of the young
couple are guests.“Se Romeo t’Uccise Un Figlio” is an opera, but
it’s one of the more theatrical operas you could see. It’s based on
the text by Vincenzo Bellini, who has never been regarded as a
very good composer. His music is often criticized for being too
light, too rich, and having too many notes in the wrong places. At
the same time, Bellini has always been regarded as a great lyric



tenor, and so his songs were generally well-received. While
Bellini’s operas were not very successful, they have undergone a
revival over the past few decades, and one of the most successful
has been “Se 04aeff104c
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