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the day she was scheduled to give birth to her first child, Leila Ducos was
summoned to testify before the House of Commons standing committee on human
rights. Ms. Ducos was born a deaf-mute woman in Vietnam in 1995. After
marrying a Canadian last year, she moved to Ottawa with her husband, Lai Thi
Duong, and their two young children, Pheggy and Maximilian. A few days before
the birth, she read the news that the committee had called her to testify. Story
continues below advertisement "It was difficult for me," she says. "It was a risk to
my motherhood." Ms. Ducos, like most Vietnamese-born immigrants, was never
given a chance to become fluent in French. She had to give birth in hospital and
was told that her baby's eyes would be checked. They weren't. Her husband was
distraught. "He was crying," she says. "He is like my father. He was confused. I
was scared." She was afraid, too. The day before her testimony, two men had
followed her and her family into Montreal, she says.
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